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GASCOYNE JUNCTION — FLOOD REHABILITATION 

175. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 

As the minister has seen firsthand, Gascoyne Junction was basically destroyed in the December 2010 floods and 
needs significant work to restore vital infrastructure. Can he please update the house on what the government is 
doing to help the community rebuild? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for North West for the question and for his very strong advocacy on behalf of the flood-
affected communities of the Gascoyne. The Liberal–National government — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: I hope you do not charge $30 000 for someone to meet him. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the first 
time. Member for Jandakot, I will not call you to order for the first time. Member for Joondalup, member for 
Cannington and member for Albany I formally call you all to order for the first time.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: When there is a problem, the Liberal–National government prides itself on being able to 
react quickly, make quick decisions and make a difference. We showed that at Ravensthorpe. It was great to be 
there recently seeing that community rebuild after the BHP Billiton nickel mine closure, but now it is up and 
running again, which is very exciting for that part of the community. After the recent floods in Warmun, a 
committee is already on the ground looking at rebuilding that community. It is doing the planning work under 
the leadership of the Minister for Health to make sure that that community is responded to.  

It is no different in Gascoyne Junction. Having visited that town right after the floods, I saw that the amount of 
devastation was very, very telling. The Gascoyne Junction Hotel, an iconic watering hole and destination for 
tourists and locals in the region, was completely destroyed. The local Gascoyne Junction pub was not only the 
pub; it was also the supermarket and the service station and it provided accommodation. As the only real 
business that provided that community infrastructure and amenity, its loss to the community has been 
devastating. I think many in the community wondered whether that was the end for Gascoyne Junction. Without 
that amenity it would be very difficult for Gascoyne Junction to remain as the destination it is. Currently, no food 
is available in Gascoyne Junction; the community has to travel 178 kilometres to Carnarvon for basic supplies. 
That is why the government has acted very quickly to announce, in partnership with the Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne, a $3.5 million rebuild of the vital infrastructure for the community. The project will include a tourist 
park featuring air conditioned cabins, a caravan park and camping ground, a new general store, a restaurant with 
provision for licensed premises and a new service station. The owners of the pub told me on the weekend that 
they last saw the fuel tanks as they lifted out of the ground and floated off down the Gascoyne River. I assume 
that they are now somewhere out in the ocean. It was a flood of a magnitude that no-one had seen before.  

All future building will occur only on land above the one-in-100-year flood level, which is now substantially 
higher than the last one-in-100-year flood level. To ensure the rebuild is on land that will not be affected, 
building will be done well up the profile of that local land area. The town centre will be further enhanced 
through the construction of a new main street and an extension to Scott Street to link with the Carnarvon–
Mullewa Road. These roadworks will also provide Gascoyne Junction with a heavy-haulage bypass route.  

Other shires have worked very cooperatively with the Shire of Upper Gascoyne under the Gascoyne 
revitalisation plan to immediately prioritise these funds to allow this rebuild to get underway. We have some 
planning issues and some land tenure issues to resolve, and then the Shire of Upper Gascoyne will get the 
building of these new facilities underway to make sure Gascoyne Junction maintains its role as an important 
meeting point for its local community and for the people of Western Australia when they are travelling through 
the Gascoyne.  
 


